
                               
 
Windstream Wholesale Partners with Infinera to Build Next-Generation  
Optical Infrastructure 
Pioneering Node-on-a-Blade technology will enable Windstream to offer transformative 
networking services 

 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark., and SAN JOSE, Calif. – March 3, 2022 (8:30 a.m. CT) – Windstream 
Wholesale, a leading provider of advanced network solutions, and Infinera (NASDAQ: INFN) 
announced today plans to collaborate on an initiative to transform Windstream’s optical network 
infrastructure. The modernized network will enable Windstream to offer innovative new 
connectivity services optimized to seamlessly support the hyperscale capacity growth of its 
customers. As part of Windstream’s Intelligent Converged Optical Network (ICON) initiative, this 
collaboration will leverage pioneering optical networking technologies to provide a new level of 
control, visibility, and automation to Windstream’s optical network.  
 
The next-generation optical infrastructure is based on a revolutionary technology jointly 
pioneered by both Infinera and Windstream, called Node-on-a-Blade. This technology 
represents the next evolution of ROADM-based solutions that will provide a more advanced and 
cost-effective approach to optical networking enabling deployment across a wider variety of 
network locations. With advanced capabilities such as a coherent optical channel monitor and a 
coherent probe, Windstream’s ICON will provide a new level of rich optical analytics and control.  
 
This transformative approach to optical network architectures will enable the virtualization of 
private optical networks and facilitate the broad deployment of distributed compute resources, 
which will be critical to maximizing the power of 5G and cloud-based services. In addition to 
enabling seamless scalability and dynamic network connectivity, ICON will put an 
unprecedented level of control in the hands of Windstream’s customers.  
 
“Node-on-a-Blade technology will be a powerful tool in the evolution and transformation of 
optical networks,” said Ron Johnson, general manager, Optical Systems and Network Solutions 
Group at Infinera. “Infinera is excited to work with Windstream to usher in a new era of optical 
networking capabilities and the services this new architecture will enable.” 
 
“Networks and service offerings need to transform to provide better support for hyperscale 
customers as initiatives like distributed computing evolve,” said Art Nichols, vice president of 
architecture and technology at Windstream. “Key technologies such as Node-on-a-Blade and 
innovative partners like Infinera will be instrumental in enabling Windstream’s ICON vision to 
better support continued edge traffic growth and introduce a new class of hyperscale optimized 
network services that will provide unique value to our customers.”  
 
Infinera and Windstream representatives are available to meet and discuss the new Node-on-a-
Blade solution next week at OFC, March 6-10 in San Diego, California.   
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Infinera Media:  
Anna Vue 
Tel. +1 (916) 595-8157 
avue@infinera.com   
 
Windstream Media: 
Brandi Stafford, 501-748-6250 
brandi.stafford@windstream.com  

Infinera Investors: 
Amitabh Passi 
Tel. +1 (669) 295-1489 
apassi@infinera.com 

 
About Windstream 
Windstream Holdings is a privately held Fortune® 1000 communications and software 
company. Windstream Wholesale is an innovative optical technology leader that creates deep 
partnerships with carriers, content and media providers, and federal government agencies to 
deliver fast and flexible, customized wave and transport solutions.  Additional information is 
available at windstream.com or windstreamwholesale.com. Follow us on Twitter at 
@Windstream. 
 
From Fortune. ©2021 Fortune Media IP Limited. All rights reserved. Used under license. Fortune and Fortune 1000 
are registered trademarks of Fortune Media IP Limited and are used under license. Fortune is not affiliated with, and 
does not endorse products or services of, Windstream. 
 
To view the Windstream network map, visit https://www.windstreamenterprise.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/national-network-map.pdf 
 
About Infinera 
Infinera is a global supplier of innovative open optical networking solutions that enable carriers, 
cloud operators, governments, and enterprises to scale network bandwidth, accelerate service 
innovation, and automate network operations. Infinera solutions deliver industry-leading 
economics and performance in long-haul, submarine, data center interconnect, and metro 
transport applications. To learn more about Infinera, visit www.infinera.com, follow us on Twitter 
and LinkedIn, and subscribe for updates.  
 
Infinera and the Infinera logo are registered trademarks of Infinera Corporation. 
 
This press release contains forward-looking statements, including but not limited to the technical, financial and 
operational benefits of Node-on-a-Blade technology, including its ability to serve as a tool in evolving and 
transforming optical networks. These statements are not guarantees of results and should not be considered as an 
indication of future activity or future performance. Actual results may vary materially from these expectations as a 
result of various risks and uncertainties. Information about these risks and uncertainties, and other risks and 
uncertainties that affect Infinera’s business, is contained in the risk factors section and other sections of Infinera’s 
Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the Fiscal Quarter ended September 25, 2021 as filed with the SEC on November 
3, 2021, as well as any subsequent reports filed with or furnished to the SEC. These reports are available on 
Infinera’s website at www.infinera.com and the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. Forward-looking statements include 
statements regarding our expectations, beliefs, intentions or strategies and can be identified by words such as 
“anticipate,” “believe,” “could,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” “should,” “will,” and “would” or similar words. 
Infinera assumes no obligation to, and does not currently intend to, update any such forward-looking statements. 
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