
 

Windstream Deploys Infinera Cloud Xpress for Data Center 
Interconnect in Chicago 

 
Sunnyvale, Calif. – April 12, 2016 – Infinera, provider of Intelligent Transport Networks, and 
Windstream (NASDAQ: WIN), a leading provider of advanced network communications, 
announced the deployment of the Infinera Cloud Xpress to provide pre-provisioned high speed 
connections between data centers in Chicago. As a leading provider of large bandwidth 
transport solutions, data center interconnect represents a significant revenue opportunity for 
Windstream. The Cloud Xpress enables Windstream to efficiently serve its data center 
interconnect customers with hyper-scale density, operational simplicity and low power 
consumption.   
 
With its initial Cloud Xpress deployment in Chicago, Windstream is connecting two data center 
locations within the Lakeside Technology Center at 350 East Cermak. This deployment 
illustrates the value of a highly integrated, compact data center interconnect solution that is 
extremely simple to deploy and manage, even in relatively short reach applications. 
 
The Cloud Xpress enables Windstream to leverage Infinera’s unique photonic integrated circuit 
technology to support up to one terabit per second (Tb/s) of input and output capacity in just two 
rack units. With its small form factor and low power consumption, Cloud Xpress delivers a full 
500 gigabit per second (Gb/s) super-channel of wavelength division multiplexing (WDM) line-
side bandwidth over 150 kilometers (km) without additional multiplexers or amplifiers, and up to 
600 km with an amplified line system. Cloud Xpress also enables efficient scaling with simple 
provisioning and open interfaces to plug into existing cloud provisioning systems using open 
software defined networking (SDN) application programming interfaces (APIs). Instant 
Bandwidth allows the activation of WDM bandwidth in 100 Gb/s increments with a few clicks of 
a mouse enabling rapid scale to meet continued customer demand.   
 
“We selected the Infinera Cloud Xpress to provide data center interconnect services to our 
customers because it is an extremely simple and highly scalable plug-and-play solution,” said 
Art Nichols, Vice President of Engineering Architecture & Planning at Windstream. “Windstream 
is working actively with Infinera and several other key technology partners to employ SDN for 
creation and management of optical services across its metro and long-haul transport network 
in 2016.” 
 
“With our initial deployment of Cloud Xpress, we are able to meet the growing bandwidth needs 
of our customers needing connectivity to high demand Internet Exchange facilities like 350 
Cermak,” said Joe Scattareggia, Senior Vice President of Sales for Windstream Carrier 
Solutions. “Cloud Xpress delivers the space savings, low power and high bandwidth required to 
serve our wholesale and enterprise customers with optical networking solutions at bandwidths 
up to 100 Gb/s.”   
 
“To meet the tremendous growth in bandwidth and data demands, Windstream is continuing its 
commitment to investing in network and technology enhancements – such as the deployment of 
Cloud Xpress in the Chicago market – bringing tremendous benefits to our customers,” said 
Chris Nein, Windstream regional president. “Cloud Xpress allows us to meet the unique needs 
of our customers by quickly and incrementally scaling and expanding bandwidth capacity on 
demand, ultimately building a foundational, world-class technology ecosystem required for 
continued business growth and success.” 
 
“We are pleased that Windstream continues to invest in Infinera's Intelligent Transport Network 
solutions,” said Bob Jandro, Senior Vice President of Worldwide Sales at Infinera. “With the 

http://www.infinera.com/technology/intelligent-transport-network/
https://www.infinera.com/technology/instant-bandwidth/
https://www.infinera.com/technology/instant-bandwidth/


 
Cloud Xpress, Windstream accelerates its network service delivery to its data center 
interconnect customers. We look forward to greater adoption of Cloud Xpress as the company 
expands its data center interconnection initiatives.” 
 
Infinera introduced the Cloud Xpress family in 2014 delivering a cloud-optimized WDM solution 
to cloud service providers, Internet content providers, Internet Exchange service providers and 
other large-scale data center operators. The Cloud Xpress family offers customers the choice of 
10 gigabit Ethernet (GbE), 40 GbE and 100 GbE client interfaces to meet their specific 
requirements.    
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About Windstream 
Windstream Holdings, Inc. (NASDAQ: WIN), a FORTUNE 500 company, is a leading provider of 
advanced network communications and technology solutions for consumers, small businesses, 
enterprise organizations and carrier partners across the U.S. Windstream offers bundled 
services, including broadband, security solutions, voice and digital TV to consumers. The 
company also provides data, cloud solutions, unified communications and managed services to 
business and enterprise clients. The company supplies core transport solutions on a local and 
long-haul fiber-optic network spanning approximately 125,000 miles. Additional information is 
available at windstream.com. Please visit our newsroom at news.windstream.com or follow us 
on Twitter at @WindstreamNews. 
 
About Infinera 
Infinera (NASDAQ: INFN) provides Intelligent Transport Networks, enabling carriers, cloud 
operators, governments and enterprises to scale network bandwidth, accelerate service 
innovation and simplify optical network operations. Infinera’s end-to-end packet-optical portfolio 
is designed for long-haul, subsea, data center interconnect and metro applications. Infinera’s 
unique large scale photonic integrated circuits enable innovative optical networking solutions for 
the most demanding networks. To learn more about Infinera visit www.infinera.com, follow us on 
Twitter @Infinera and read our latest blog posts at blog.infinera.com. 
  
Infinera and the Infinera logo are registered trademarks of Infinera Corporation. 
 
This press release contains forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, the functionality and the benefits 
of implementing the Cloud Xpress product family. These statements are not guarantees of results and should not be 
considered as an indication of future activity or future performance. Actual results may vary materially from these 
expectations as a result of various risks and uncertainties. Information about these risks and uncertainties, and other 
risks and uncertainties that affect Infinera’s business, is contained in the risk factors section and other sections of 
Infinera’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 26, 2015 as filed with the SEC on February 23, 
2016, as well subsequent reports filed with or furnished to the SEC. These reports are available on Infinera’s website 
at www.infinera.com and the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. Infinera assumes no obligation to, and does not 
currently intend to, update any such forward-looking statements. 
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